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rs Aes 
cruited by D1 schools iv dust 
for football 


AUDREY WISEMAN 
EVENT COORDINATOR 


It is last year, Cool air chills sweat- 
soaked skin under a darkening sky, The smell 
of grass and sweat seeps into the York field 
and invades the nose. The score is ight and 
the game seems like it will never end. Then, 
after a grueling game, the hero makes it — the 
winning sack. The victor is ... Victor Isele. 

Junior Victor Isele, defensive end 
player and outside linebacker, is being re- 
cruited by several D1 schools to play football. 


CONTINUED ON PG. 3 
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In September, juniors Owen Harb, Victor Isele and 
Brock Zobal train woutside by striking and pushing a 
“sled” in order to practice for future games. 


Krupicka to Show Choir Best Date Tattoos and 


Retire Squirrel Places Piercings 
Students Willy 
Jones, Hannah 
Alberti, Sophia 

Campbell, Maddie 

Arends and Sarah 
Clark tell about 

their tattoos. 
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After Krupicka 
retires, he will 
give up his posi- 
tion and relax. 


The Show Choir 
mascot is a taxi- 
dermied squirrel, 
which they have 
had for three 
years. 


The best date 
places in Grand 
3.) Island include the 
Grand Theater, 
Stuhr Museum 

and more. 
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Should virtual learning be offered to all stu- 


dents? 


ZOKA JENIK 

DISTRIBUTION MANAGER 
With the rise 
of COVID-19 
strains and 
many kids 


getting sick 
at Northwest, 
despite being 
fully vaccinat- 
ed, this raises 
a question: 
What to do about school? Rather 
than shutting schools down com- 
pletely again, what if there was an 
option to offer virtual classes to 
all students who wished to par- 
ticipate? Not only would it limit 
the spread of variants, it would 
also give kids a safer, more secure 
method of education. Virtual learn- 
ing is slowly becoming the “new 
normal” of learning. 

Virtual learning was still 
a foreign concept and a huge 
adjustment for nearly everyone, 
teachers and students alike. Sit- 
ting in front of your computer for 
most of the day in an attempt to 
process all the information com- 
ing through your screen was not 
a fun way to learn. How many 
students can remember what they 
learned from the last semester of 
the 2019-2020 school year? Most 
of the virtual learning programs 
were rushed and just a quick set 
up to get students learning again 
after a few weeks of break. It was 
chaotic and confusing for me, be- 
tween frantically scheduling Zoom 
meetings or texting your friends 
to see if they had gotten the same 
email that school was canceled for 
another week, wondering if your 
life would ever be the same again. 
High school lessons were never 
set-up to be online, because before 
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then, it really wasn’t something 
that anyone had thought about 
doing, or even planning for before 
the coronavirus. If you didn’t feel 
like going to a public school, home- 
schooling was always an option — 
one that most didn’t have the time 
or resources for. 

But now, after the first out- 
break and lessons being set up to 
go online as well as being taught in 
a classroom, it’s surprisingly easy 
to keep up with your classwork 
despite being gone for a few days, 
or even missing a week entirely. 
With most schools having online 
resources now, and most physi- 
cal copies of work being uploaded 
to Google Classroom or a similar 
platform, it’s easier now than ever 
to complete assignments from the 
comfort of your own room. You 
can even take things at your own 
pace, instead of being rushed to do 
everything in a 44 minute class 
period that seems to go by faster 
than you can comprehend. Every 
student also has their own device, 
either a personal computer or a 
school-issued Chromebook assigned 
to them that they’re allowed to 
take home, giving students a relia- 
ble device to use to complete their 
schoolwork. 

So why not offer an op- 
tion to opt into virtual classes if 
they so wish to? Some kids (and 
parents) worry about the risk of 
being in school with new variants 
being spread. Some students sim- 
ply learn better in an environment 
they’re comfortable with. If some 
lessons are already prepared to go 
online, it shouldn’t be too hard to 
integrate those into plans for pu- 
pils who opt into virtual learning. 
Zoom meetings are also an option 
during their periods to still be able 
to view the teacher’s lecture or les- 


son and get the vital information 
they need. 

There’s an argument that students 
would use this time to goof off, 
but the consequences fall on that 
student. If they choose to not use 
their time wisely, why should a 
better opportunity to learn be tak- 
en away from kids who genuinely 
want to learn online, or benefit 
from using virtual learning as a 
better way for them to be taught? 
Some students with learning dis- 
abilities can benefit from learning 
from their house or somewhere 
comfortable for them rather than 
going to school. 

Whether you feel virtual 
learning would benefit you or not, 
it would certainly help one of your 
classmates. Wouldn’t you want 
that classmate to feel more com- 
fortable in a learning environment 
they thrive in rather than possibly 
being a disruption or not doing 
well at all? Every student here at 
North West deserves to have acces- 
sible education, virtual or other- 
wise. 
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College price tag hinders pursuit of education 


EMELIA RICHLING 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 


In the coming 
months, senior students 
will sit down at their 
computers to open deci- 
sions that determine the 
course of their future. 

As they click 
through various screens 
and read decisions made 
about their future based 
on their academics, abilities and activities, the 
studenta’ digital letter may explode with the 
admission to their their dream college. Other 
times, the hope dwindles when the student’s 
application is rejected. 

When the final decisions come in, stu- 
dents are tasked with weighing the benefits 
and drawbacks of their potential school choic- 
es. While sifting through their list of universi- 


ties, it comes as no surprise that one primary 
drawback is the weighty tuition price tag. 

In a 2020 Northwestern Mutual report, 
most students pay nearly $22,000 a year to 
attend public universities. Private schools cost 
nearly double that amount while top schools 
charge nearly triple. When most students 
graduate, they have accumulated almost 
$90,000 in debt. 

The question of whether or not stu- 
dents are qualified for college or top universi- 
ties is becoming less relevant. Instead, many 
students have to ask whether they can afford 
these schools or higher education at all. Finan- 
cial decisions are not easy to make, especially 
when many students are so young. However, 
the prospect of spending hundreds of thou- 
sands on education only to secure a career 
later in life is a difficult choice to make when 
the future seems so uncertain. 

With the pandemic accelerating pro- 
spective financial issues, students considering 
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undergraduate degrees are now opting out of 
college, according to Jessica Dickler’s 2021 
CNBC article. With only a quarter of students 
believing a four-year degree is the route to a 
solid career, colleges are making themselves 
more obsolete by racking up tuition price. 

When universities continue to re- 
main neutral to student activists demanding 
change, the reckoning of college tuition may be 
a catalyst for the fall of higher education. 

In a Federal Reserve Report last updat- 
ed in January of 2022, student loan debt has 
hit an all-time high of $1.7 trillion, a sobering 
number for juniors and seniors looking toward 
the future. With loan rates on the rise at near- 
ly 10%, students can be leery of what this may 
mean for their future finances. 

If colleges want to remain purposeful 
and predominant, effective and immediate 
edits to the sticker price attached to tuition 
will remedy their potential fall from hopeful 
students’ eyes. 


Victor-ious: Isele recruited by D1 schools 
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These include University of Nebras- 
ka-Lincoln, University of Wyoming, Iowa 
State, Northern Illinois University, North Da- 
kota State University, University of San Diego, 
San Diego State University, Columbia Univer- 
sity and most recently, Harvard University. 

As of right now, Isele says he is most- 
ly leaning towards UNL and UW, as those 
schools are “showing the most love.” 

“At first, it (the recruitment process) 
was very exciting,” Isele said. “After a while, 
[it’s] just kind of stressful, but I'm grateful. 
It’s a lot and it’s kind of overwhelming, but 
I'm blessed.” 

Whether Isele is blessed or not, he 
worked vigorously to be where he is now. He 
had to train especially hard because he began 
playing football as late as seventh grade. 

“T had to learn a lot about football,” 
Isele said. “I had to work on my footwork, my 
strength, my speed and my abilities, so it’s a 
long journey just getting me where I am now.” 

Senior Chase Glover, Isele’s teammate, 
agrees that Isele is a hard worker. 


“All props to him, he works his butt 
off,” Glover said. “He deserves it. He's probably 
one of the best players I've ever met.” 

Kevin Stein, Isele’s football coach, also 
agrees with that sentiment, adding its possible 
effects on his likelihood of enrollment into a 
D1 school. 

“He has tremendous [potential],” Stein 
said. “A lot of schools are just looking at what 
kind of athlete they can develop, and he has 
an incredible upside to his potential.” 

Stein continues to elaborate that Isele 
is a good player and a treasure to any athletic 
department lucky enough to have him. 

“He has been great for our school, he’s 
been great for our programs [and] he’s super 
cool to hang out with,” Stein said. “Like I al- 
ways say, I want him to be a better person out- 
side of football than he is as a player, and he 
is. He’s a lot of fun to have around and works 
extremely hard, so I'm proud of him for that.” 

Although coaches and teammates 
consider Isele a great player, football was not 
always part of his future plans. It wasn’t until 
his mother, the reason he began football so 
late, offhandedly suggested he join his middle 


school football team that he even considered it. 

“Before I played football, I had no idea 
what I wanted to do,” Isele said. “After play- 
ing football, I fell in love with the sport and I 
wanted to get better [and] improve, and I got 
pretty good [at it].” 

Isele has a few pieces of advice for any 
athletes who might need it: 

“Keep your head up, trust God, keep 
going,” Isele said. “Just work, grind, don't stop. 
Get your name out there. Get Twitter. Get 
Hudl. Text coaches, text all of them, just show 
them what's up. Just keep going.” 
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Isele is pictured "just lookin’ around" at the Nebraska v. 
Northwestern game, Oct. 2. 
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After 12 years at Northwest, Tim 
Krupicka is retiring as principal. While he will 
miss working day-to-day with teachers and 
students, he is looking forward to the slower 
pace of retirement. Taking his place will be 
PJ Smith, who has been assistant principal 
for seven years. This change will start at the 
beginning of the 2022-2028 school year. 

Krupicka said he and Smith "worked 
together for seven years. We've built a great 
relationship and team, along with Mr. (Marty) 
Moser as well and Mr. (Matt) Fritsche." 

Though Krupicka is retiring, he is hop- 
ing to continue working in education. 

"Part of it (his decision to retire) was, 
this is my 40th year in education," Krupicka 
said. "I'm to the age where I feel that it's time 
to retire and turn the administration over. 
Northwest is a great school system, and when 
we've had people leave, we've always looked 


Krupicka to retire 


very hard to replace them with great people. 
That made my choice to retire a lot easier." 

Moser, freshman academy administra- 
tor, who has worked alongside Krupicka for 
seven years, will miss Krupicka's emotional 
connection to the school, helpful advice and 
"goofy little quips." 

"He cares about all the students a great 
deal," Moser said. "He has good experiences, 
so I can ask him questions. He has helped me 
to think through problems a little more thor- 
oughly." 

Though there will always be changes 
after a principal retires, Krupicka does not 
anticipate anything major. Smith is looking 
forward to continuing to work with students 
and staff and doing what he can to help them 
be successful. 

Working with Krupicka has "been 
great," Smith said. "He's built great relation- 
ships with students and staff and has a heart 
of gold." 


Sonic student teacher 


JATYAH BRADEN 
EVENT COORDINATOR 


Twenty-one year old UNK senior, De- 
Vere Larington, came to fulfill the high school 
portion of his student teaching requirement. 
The music education degree he’s working for 
requires experience with elementary and high 
school students. 

At the start of this semester, January 
3, Larington began to work under the instruc- 
tion of band and orchestra director Shawn 
Pfanstiel. On March 2 Larington will move to 
Northeast Hlementary in Kearney to fulfill the 
elementary portion of his student teaching. 

Larington began his music career play- 
ing piano in 2007 and has since learned trum- 
pet and, as he put it, “dabbled a little bit in 
guitar.” He decided to make music his career 
because he was talented and wanted to share 
his musical passion with students. 

Larington said he learned many things 
through this experience, such as “how to be 
more efficient in my teaching and just being 


able to have that relationship with students 
and knowing how to build those relation- 
ships.” 

The student-teacher job entails help- 
ing Pfanstiel, learning from his example and 
experimenting with his own methods. 

“What he’ll (Larington) do is take over from 
time to time,” said senior violinist Marvin 
Garcia. “Whenever Pfanstiel needs to make 
lesson plans, or whenever he’s gone, he’ll (Lar- 
ington) just take the reins and help us work 
through whatever we need to for the day.” 

Pfanstiel describes Larington’s teach- 
ing method as one that cares for students as a 
teacher would while at the same time caring 
for them as individuals. “But he’s (Larington) 
also devoted to learning about the music as 
much as possible which obviously shows care 
for the students and respect because he wants 
it to sound as good as possible and wants the 
students to be as successful as possible,” Pfan- 
stiel said. 

One of Garcia’s favorite memories of 
Larington's time here was “every time he (Lar- 


This summer, Smith will sit down with 
the rest of the administration to discuss the 
things he would like changed and the things he 
would like to keep. 
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ington) told us to choose a string to play on 
and we chose the C string which not everyone 
has.” Larington, an unknowing band kid, did 
not understand that only the viola and cello 
in an orchestra have a C string, which is only 
half of the instruments. 

At the beginning of February, Larington 
received news that he’ll be able to teach band 
at Cozad High School after he graduates. “That 
was mainly my goal, and I got that,” Larington 
said. 


"Photo courtesy of Blanca Diaz 


DeVere Larington shown helping fifth period Music 
Theory students 


Squirrely show choir 


MARCUS PENNELL 
STAFF WRITER 

The Northwest show choir program 
definitely has lots of personality. From the 
sparkling, glimmering outfits to the stunning 
song and dance, these ensembles have been 
leaving their mark on the community for quite 
a while with help from their mascot, Kelly. 

“The squirrel came when I did, I 
think.” choir director Jeff Vylidal said. “It just 
showed up on the bus one day.” 

Kelly, a taxidermy squirrel, was first 
brought to competition by Senior Saylir Paul- 
son as a joke her sophomore year. She never 
expected it to become the staple mascot it is 
today. 

“My stepdad killed and taxidermied 
it himself,” Paulson said. “He went to school 
here, and I think it was for a class back then. 
Really Kelly was born and raised in North- 


west.” 

As of printing, Paulson’s stepdad still 
doesn’t know about his squirrel’s legacy. Now, 
Kelly can be found sitting on Vyhlidal’s desk. 

“She’s become a part of our family,” Vy- 
lidal said. “The Vylidal family has adopted her 
into the fold pretty much- kind of like a dog, 
but a pet squirrel.” 

The squirrel can be seen living her 
best life on Instagram (@therealkellysquir- 
rel), following the choirs on their adventures. 
This page is updated mostly by Paulson, but 
other members of the team have contributed, 
too. Kelly even made a guest appearance in 
14 Karat Gold’s choreography last year when 
members hid her on stage as a sort of “Haster 
ege” for other choirs to notice. 

“We take her to every competition,” 
Paulson said. “Kids in other choirs see it 
and think it’s weird, but she’s our good luck 


Tattoos and Piercings 


KAT McIntosh 
STAFF WRITER 

Tattoos and piercings are a way for people 
to express themselves. They harness mem- 
ories and can be a constant reminder of an- 
ything one desires. Hach tattoo can have a 
hidden meaning or a story behind it. This 
begs the question, what kind of tattoos or 
piercings would a high school student get, 
and what meanings would their tattoos 
have? 

Junior Willie Jones has a rose tattoo 
on his right hand he got in memory of his 
grandmother. “...if you want them [tattoos], 
get them...” said Jones. 

Many students at Northwest have 
tattoos but a lot of those tattoos have 
meaning. Rather the purpose would be to 
bring them closer to a loved one or person- 
al motivation through quotes or symbol- 
ism , most tattoos embedded in the skin of 
these teens hold a level of personal value. 

Junior Sarah Clark is the owner of 
nine piercings and, soon, many tattoos. 


“they just need to have meaning,” said 
Clark, “or, even if it doesn’t, it’s just some- 
thing you like so you can express your- 
self...” 

Moreover, students can, for the most 
part, agree tattoos are not something to 
take lightly. Most people believe that tat- 
toos are permanent so they need to hold 
value and meaning. But what 
are the limits when it comes <a 
to matching tattoos? 

Sophomore Sophia 
Campbell has attempted 
four stick and pokes, three 
of which have faded away, 
but she plans to have many 
more tattoos in the future, 
most likely professionally 
done. “I want to get one with 
all my siblings,” said Camp- 
bell, “but that’s probably the 
only people I’d do it with.” 
Clarck said, “If I were to get 
a matching tattoo, it’d have to 
be something that looks good 


* Accounting 

* Agricultural Science 

+ Advanced Manufacturing 
* Auto Body Technology 

+ Automotive Technology 

+ Business Administration 

+ Business Technology 

* Chemistry 

* Construction Technology 
* Criminal Justice 

* Dental Assisting 

* Dental Hygiene 

* Diesel Technology 

* Drafting and Design Technology 
* Early Childhood Education 
* Electrical Technology 


3) CALL 
877-CCC-0780 


VISIT US 


<— 
STEP 


If you want to prepare for an exciting career, Central Community College is a great place to start. Check out 
the career and technical education courses that we offer and ask about diploma and degree programs. 


www.cccneb.edu 


March Issue 


__.. FEATURE 05 


At every competition Kelly has been to, 
the choirs have placed, except when they for- 
got to bring her to Iowa. At that competition 
14 KG placed second, attributing their missing 
points to a missing squirrel. 

“She’s an icon,” said sophomore Riley 
Ruehling. “There’s really no better word for it.” 


Photo courtesy of 
Saylir Paulson 


4 14 Karat Gold show 
| choir mascot Kelly, 
; a taxidermy squir- 
) rel, is seen helping 
put audio equip- 

ment away 


on it’s own” 

Tattoos are a way to express oneself 
and to stand out from a crowd. They are 
a complex art and it takes a lot of talent 
to create something with such a powerful 
meaning. Many students have different 
tattoos or piercings and plenty have plans 
for more. 
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The Grand Theater 
The Grand Theat- 
a local movie theater 
originally founded in the 
1g20s and ran to this day 
through donations from 
supporters and volunteer 
work. The Grand was re- 
cently closed for renova- 
tions but had its re-open- 
ing event on Feb. 1. The 
theater frequently holds 

special events as well as 
plays weekly movies. An 
upcoming event March 
is the Grand Comic Fest 
where the theater will play 
the movie “The Never End- 
ing Story” on a first-come, 
first-serve basis. Tickets 
are normally $5 for those 
between the ages of 13-54. 
If you are looking to watch 
a movie while supportin 
a local business, check out 
The Grand Theater. 
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The Underground Cafe 
The Underground 

Cafe is a restaurant located 
in the Conestoga Mall. The 
cafe is known [or ils 
variely of food, including 
dishes such as strawber- 
ry chicken salad, Korean 
breakfast sandwich and 
hot-Cheeto quesadilla. The 


cafe also has reasonable 

prices with their most ex- 
pensive dish being 58.59. 
They also have free kara 
oke nights. If you enjoy 
unique dishes and singing 
with your partner, try vi 
ing the Underground Cafe. 


Stuhr Museum 

Stuhr Museum is 
one of Grand Island's 
biggest attractions. Stuhr 
is a historical site full of 
maintained buildings, old 
artifacts and historically 
accurale volunteers who 
dedicate their time to make 
Stuhr feel like a blast to 
the past. With a wide vari- 
ely of activilies, such as the 
brand new ice rink, Stuhr 
is often a bustling location. 
Between the dedicated 
volunteers and hardwork- 
ing employees, Stuhr 
recommended visil for any 
history buff’s to go for a 
date. Tickets are S1o per 
person with some [ees for 
certain aclivilies and store 
purchases. 
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The Henry Doorly Zoo 
and Aquarium 
The Henry Doorly 
Zoo is a bit of a trip, being 
seated in Omaha. The zoo 
is the biggest one in all of 
Nebraska, with the world’s 


GEORGE H. CLAYTON 
-HALL COUNTY-PARK 


WALL, COUNTY OURO OF sxPEVEsOR 


largest indoor desert ex- 
hibit, and has a wide va- 
riety of exhibits. The zoo 
boasts animals across the 
globe with red pandas 
from Asia, sea lions from 
the Pacific Northwest coast 
and a brand new baby 
elephant born at the park. 
There are many other 
attractions; the aquarium 
holds a wide array of sea 
creatures in its large Lun- 
nels, as well as other sea 
related critters like the 
beloved penguins. Tickets 
are $20.95 per person with 
extra [ees for certain actiy- 
ities. A highly recommend- 
ed stop for anyone who 
loves exolic animals. 


Hall County Park 
Hall County Park is a 


scenic allraction in Grand Source: hitps: 


Island known for its clean 
nature and local camp- 

ing spots. Hall County is 

a fantastic spot for those 
who want lo get away from 
everyday life for a day or 
two. The park is free for 
those who wish bo visit for 
the day and enjoy the sen- 
ery. Camping costs 520 per 
night for an RV and $15 
per night for Lent campe! 
A major recommendation 
for nature lovers who enjoy 
sleeping under the stars. 


www.omahazoo.com 
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MARCUS PENNELL 
°TAEF WRITER 


After an almost three-year wail, hit 
teen drama “Euphoria” is back for another 
season. Released on HBO in 2019, “Eupho- 
ria” was slamped as a Leslamenl lo crealor 
and producer Sam Levinson’s leenage years 
lost to addiction. With its glittery aesthetic 
and distinct soundtrack, it has undeniably 
already become an iconic piece of media 
whose hype hasn’t seemed to slow down. 

The story follows a group of teens 
navigaling their way through high school, 
all while being narrated by main character 
Rue. Although Rue tells the story direct- 
ly, each episode focuses on someone else, 
showi ing their personal struggles. As the 
series progresses, so does ihe characler’s 
inlerLwinement with one another allowing 
for a big picture view those inside the story 
can’t have. This drives home the themes of 
love and loss explored throughout the show, 


allowing audience members lo empathize 
with each person involved in Rue’s life. 

Rue’s distinct narration opens sea- 
son lwo, but we follow the story of another 
characler’s grandmother. Already in the 
firsl 10 minules, viewers are mel with an 
exaggerated act of violence and no sight of 
the beloved cast. Although it captured my 
allention, the show already had it. 

Levinson has practically opted out of 
his previously striking character develop- 
ment for “shock value”, as these unneces- 
sary and graphic depicuions of violence and 
nudity take away from the characters he 
worked hard Lo create. 

Levinson’s laziness not only ts re- 
flected in his “shock value” style of produc- 
lion, bul in the introduction of new char- 
acters. Elliot, Faye and Bobbi were highly 
anticipated additions lo the cast, and al- 
though Rue and Elliot’s friendship is quick- 
ly formed, the validity of it is just as quickly 
brought inlo question as Elliot’s only char- 


Euphoria: Elation or desperation? 


acter Lrail is enabling Rue’s bad decisions. 
Faye and Bobbi are hardly seen, let alone 
given the opportunity lo be fully fleshed out 
people. 

If Levinson was really worried about 
quality story telling, season lwo probably 
would have never been made since the [irst 
stands alone as a beautiful, stunning piece 
of self-contained art. Season lwo won’t ex- 
actly ruin your percepuon of the characters 
and make you doubt the sincerity of its pre- 


decessor, but if you're looking Lo give this 
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Five Night at Freddy's Resurgence 


ALEX MCINTOSH 
CASEY PAYNE 
/RITERS 


With this new “Security Breach” release, 
the popularity is heightening with 113.13% gain 
in players shown after the game was released. 
The popularity of “Five Nights at Freddy’s” has 
been on and off over the years but, with this 
new game, the popularity of the “Five Nights at 
Freddy’s” fandom is rising. To play, according 
to online platform “Dualshockers”, it only costs 
539.99 and, from what players are saying, the 
money is worth the experience. 

“Securily Breach” is special because 
movement throughout the map ts allowed. The 
only other “Five Nights at Freddy’s” game sim- 
ilar to this is “Sister Location”. In Sister Lo- 
calion you can also move throughout the map, 
while in the games 1-3 is played in an office. 

William Afton and Henry Emily are the 


owners of Fredbear’s Family Diner, the first 


Fazbear Co. restaurant. The diner closed in 

1983 because of an accident called the “Bite of 
83”, which resulted in the kid’s death. In 1987, 
Freddy Fazbear’s 
Afton building his own animatronics. When the 


Pizzeria was opened with 


company buill new animatronics without Af- 
tons help, he grew angry. As a form of revenge, 
he came up with a fake persona, Dave Miller, 
and became the overnight securily guarduard 
(the players), believing they were “Purple Guy” 
which is the basis of the original horror game. 
In “Security Breach”, players are intro- 
duced to new characters. One of which is Vanny, 
a bunny animatronic in control of all the other 
animatronics, forcing them to capture and kill 
Gregory (the player). The securily guard Vanessa 
A. reappears in “Security Breach” afler being 
introduced in “Five Nights at Freddy’s AR: Spe- 
cial Delivery”. When Vanessa is first seen, she 
undergoes Afton’s control and is replaced by 
Vanny, which hints al Vanessa and Vanny being 
the same person. Additionally, it was revealed 


that Vanessa’s last name starts with an ‘A’ 
which leads followers to believe she may be in 
the Afton family. 


Five Night=at Freddy": 
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Percy Jackson: Is it worth it? 


ZOKA JENIK AND EMMA SMITH 
DISTRIBUTION MANAGER AND ASSISTANT EDITOR 


When asked about Greek mythology, 
some students perk up, talking about how 
they read “Percy Jackson” back when they 
were a kid. The story of Percy and his friends 
has three Greco-Roman series, each of which 
has five book. With so many books, characters 
and plotlines, it’s hard to judge the books as a 
whole. To make things easier to understand, 
this will be a summary on each of the three 
series. 

The “Percy Jackson and the Olympi- 
ans” series includes “The Lightning Thief,” 
“Sea of Monsters,” “The Titan’s Curse,” “The 
Battle of the Labyrinth” and “The Last Olym- 
pian”. We are introduced to demigod Percy, 
our moral main character; demigod Annabeth 
Chase, the witty main love interest; and satyr 
Grover Underwood, the resourceful best friend. 
These three work alongside fellow camper at 
Camp Half-Blood to find Zeus’s missing light- 
ning bolt, reclaim the Golden Fleece and rescue 
goddess Artemis from a Titan. Meanwhile, 
Titan lord Kronos is revived and brought back 
to power by his followers. As the series pro- 
gresses, son of Hades (god of the dead), Nico di 
Angelo, interferes with but later aids Percy’s 
gang in destroying the labyrinth: the secret en- 
trance camp used by Kronos and his demigods. 
The series concludes when Percy and his gang, 
Nico and his undead army (raised by Hades) 
and the camp team up to fight Kronos army. 
Percy defeats Kronos, establishing peace. 

The “Heroes of Olympus” series in- 
cludes “The Lost Hero,” “The Son of Neptune,” 
“The Mark of Athena,” “The House of Hades” 
and “The Blood of Olympus”. The series fo- 
cuses on Jason Grace, a Roman demigod with 
no memories; Piper McLean, the love interest 
with something to prove; and Leo Valdez, the 
goofy best friend with a dark past. The three 
are sent on a quest to rescue goddess Hera 
from the Giants. Later, Percy shows up with 
no memories. Teaming up with gentle giant 
Frank Zhang and cursed Hazel Levesque, the 
trio goes on a quest to free god Thanatos from 
the Giants. When the groups meet up, they 
are sent to Rome by a prophecy to stop Gaea, 
the evil mother of the Titans, from waking 


up from her magic sleep and ending the world 
for the Titans to rebuild. Percy and Annabeth 
end up in Tartarus, a hellish landscape where 
mosnters and the Titans were banished. The 
two manage to escape and the group work to 
close the Doors of Death, entrance to Tartarus 
that allowed monsters to escape. Once free, the 
group has to stop a war between the Greek 
and Roman demigods Gaea was instigating. 
With the brave sacrifice of one demigod and 
the much deserved sacrifice of another, they 
manage to prevent Gaea’s return. 

The “Trials of Apollo” series includes 
“The Hidden Oracles,” “The Dark Prophecy,” 
“The Burning Maze,” The Tyrant’s Tomb” 
and “The Tower of Nero”. This series focuses 
on Apollo (the god of oracles), who is turned 
human by Zeus after accidentally aiding Gaea 
in almost returning. Apollo has to stop Nero, a 
distant relative who has gained god-like quali- 
ties, and his demigods from taking over camp. 
Apollo also has to correct the oracle who have 
gone to the dark side due to his previous mis- 
haps. Apollo faces two more gods with daugh- 
ter of Demeter, Meg McCafferty and the Arrow 
of Dodona, a magic arrow who articulates in a 
Shakespearean style. While the focus of the se- 
ries is Apollo trying to prove himself to Zeus, 
classic characters Percy, Annabeth and many 
of their friends make an appearance. While the 
series has a happy ending with Apollo proving 
himself and saving the world, it is bittersweet 
as a fan favorite tragically dies. 

With 15 books, there’s a few plot holes 
that riddle the storyline. Spoiler alert ahead 
for most of the Percy Jackson series. 

First, if Sally’s entire purpose in mar- 
rying Gabe was to cover Percy’s scent as a 
halfblood from monsters, why didn’t she just 
move next to a really smelly person? Besides, 
if only one guy can cover up a demigod’s scent 
then an entire apartment full of mortals in the 
middle of a busy New York street should’ve 
definitely been able to protect him. 

Secondly, the entire plot of “The Light- 
ning Thief”. All that needed to be done was 
summon Percy to Olympus and ask him, “Did 
you steal the lightning bolt?” and have him 
say “No, I didn’t.” The gods can sense he’s 
telling the truth and boom. No unnecessary 
drama. 
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Third, Maria Di Angelo’s death. Zeus 
had no reason to murder her. She and Hades 
hooked up before the pact that said Zeus, 
Hades, and Posiden couldn’t have kids with 
mortals,. Her death was only there to lay the 
foundation for more plot and so Nico and Bi- 
anca could be in the Lotus Hotel. 

Fourth, Hermes’s ignorance towards 
Luke. Hermes could not interfere with Luke’s 
future but why didn’t he at least try to mend 
their relationship? He knew his son was going 
to betray the gods, so why didn’t he pay more 
attention to him? And if Hermes knew Luke 
was the traitor, he must’ve known he was 
the one who stole Zeus’s lightning bolt and he 
should’ve been punished like Apollo, by being 
turned into a mortal. 

Fifth, why did Jason save Percy? They 
both went underwater to fight Kymopoleia. 
During the fight, Jason saved Percy from being 
killed. Percy’s the son of the sea god, the sea is 
where he was supposed to be strong and where 
he can gain strength and heal himself. So why 
did Riordan downplay Percy’s skills? 

Sixth, the final battle. The final battle 
against Gaea was so rushed and disappointing. 
What was the point of getting seven demigods 
for only three of them to fight? Percy saves 
Artemis and shows zero signs he’s going to 
betray Olympus, and yet the gods vote on his 
death. If Piper, one of the demigods can use 
charmspeak, a type of hypnotism against pri- 
mordial beings (one of the very first beings in 
existence) then she’s a bigger threat towards 
the gods than Percy. Yet, her charmspeak 
doesn’t affect Percy and Jason, and there is 
no way a demigod is more resistant to charm- 
speak than a primordial. So why can Percy 
resist her and not Gaea? 

Hight, Nico’s Birthday. Riordan said on 
two different occasions his birth date: January 
28, 1924 and May 16, 1924. However, the year 
would be way off since Hazel, his half sister, 
said in “The Son of Neptune” he was only a 
few years younger than her. Another contra- 
diction comes from “The House of Hades”, 
where Nico mentions he was about six when 
he first visited Diocletian’s private residence 
in “[nineteen] thirty-eight or so.” This would 
put his date of birth at around the early 
1980s. 
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Bennett Rowe, 12 


Who do you look up to? 

“T think probably artists. I look up to anyone 
who works to create something beautiful.” 
Proudest high school accomplishment? 

“Definitely performing in Carnegie Hall.” 
Favorite year of high school? 
“Probably my senior year. It’s definitely 
been a lot of work applying to college and 
scholarships, but I’m enjoying my classes and 
not having to come to school as early.” 

What do you look forward to about your 

future after high school? 

“T look forward to seeing what living on the 

East Coast is like.” 


Isaiah Esquivel, 0 


Colder or warmer weather? 
“Warmer.” 
Where do you want to travel? 
awaii.” 
Favorite vacation you’ve been on? 
Down to Mexico.” 

Where do you want to live in the future? 
“Texas, Arizona or Nebraska.” 
One place you want to travel to but 
probably never will? 
“Australia.” 
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Trinity Brewer, 12 Kason Hazleton, 12 


Who do you look up to? 2 
“T definitely look up to both of my parents and pes T Get aN ~ 
Shawn Mendes.” : : 


Proudest high school accomplishment? 
“All-state choir this year.” 
Favorite year of high school? 
“Junior year.” 

What do you look forward to about your 


Proudest high school accomplishment? 
“When I earned a spot in NW’s top 15 women 
in pole vaulting history, it was a really 
incredible experience.” 

Favorite year of high school? 


“B th £ 1 . ¢ t ” ‘ future? ‘ 
ee Ey Je ie oe Vea We pecaye “T’m excited to go to college in Utah, where I’m 
What do you look forward to about your Poona? 
future after high school? . 
“T look forward to attending college in Florida 
and traveling.” 


Addy Duering, 9 


What is your favorite season? 
“T like spring because of all the pretty flowers, 


Jimmie Bradley, to 


Colder or warmer weather? 


“Warmer.” 
and that’s when my birthday is. I also like fall Where do you want to travel? 
because of pumpkin patches.” . lawail. 
What’s your favorite color? Favorite vacation you’ve been on? 
“T like goldenrod yellow or pastel purple.” “Las Vegas.” 


What’s a song you'd always recommend? 
“T would always recommend ‘Best Song Ever’ 
by One Direction.” 


Where do you want to live in the future? 
“Somewhere that’s not too big but not too 


small.” 

What’s your favorie part of high school so One place you want to travel to but 
far? probably never will? 

“My favorite part of high school so far would “Florida.” 


be all the nice people.” 


mewhere 

sition from college to a career begins your first semester. 

‘lass, internship, research study and extracurricular activity adds to 
erience. You’ll become your best self, ready to go somewhere. 


nvest in You 
L dents are amazing — they earn at least $12,000 in scholarships. 
t receive $15,000-20,000, making our premier education an 
lable option. Will you earn more? 


) Accountability 

le provide all required textbooks plus an iPad and Apple Pencil. 

, this saves you $1,000 a year (or more). But, more importantly, when 
everyone has the tools they need, there’s more accountability, fewer 
sxcuses and more success. 


ress Less 
Jur block schedule. It’s a difference maker that lets you take just one 
or two classes at a time. Focus more intently. Absorb more information. 
__ The result? Students report less stress. And professors? They see 
ove performance. 


Intentional Experience 

y student takes a travel course, including the opportunity to study 
d — and we cover the costs! These intentional travel experiences 
you out of your comfort zone. The growth...it’s transformational. 


Want to learn more? 
Schedule your 2 
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